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g 17. w7n-bx — Do not fear. Moses reassured them, saying
J/JEXODUS that God did not wish to take their lives. Rather, He had made
them participants in these monumental miracles in order to
elevate them [pynis nivy] and to show them first hand His
awesomeness. That memory would become part of the eter-
nal legacy of Israel and it would help prevent them from
sinning (Rashi).
According to others, the sense of nonx niv is to test you.
By revealing His true greatness to them, God would be able
to test them in the future to see if they would be able to resist
the lures of false prophets; but if they had never seen the
truth, they could be too easily deceived (Rambam). Alterna-
V‘Vtively, the test would be whether, now that they had seen
God's greatness first hand, they would resist the normal hu-
man temptation to sin, or whether they would serve God
unselfishly, like a loyal servant, whose interest is what is best
3 for his master, not for himself (Ramban).

PARASHAS YISRO 20 /14-20

bear false witness against your fellow.
14 You shall not covet your fellow’s house. You shall not covet your fellow’s wife, his
manservant, his maidservant, his ox, his donkey, nor anything that belongs to your fellow.
15 The entire people saw the thunder and the flames, the sound of the shofar and the smoking
mountain; the people saw and trembled and stood from afar. '® They said to Moses, “You
speak to us and we shall hear; let God not speal to us lest we die.”
%y‘/loses said to the people, “Do not fear, for in order to elevate you has God come; so that
awe of Him shall be upon your faces, so that you shall not sin.” '® The people stood from afar
and Moses approached the thick cloud where God was.

[Ramban now turns his attention to Rambam’s (Maimonides’) interpretation of this verse:] -
pramagT miea My 27m — Now, the Rabbi (Rambam) says in Moreh HaNevuchim i "ax "
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[Ramban now presents his own understanding of the term niox:] NTIN AR 0o% O3 A9apn R 1951 .87
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Moreover, it is clear from the Chovos Halevavos and other sefarim that
the purpose of proving the existence and Oneness of Hashem through
the intellect is not because emunah requires one to be able to prove it
on his own;® in tryth, knowledge through mesorah alone is superior.

f«;._n,g;;,‘ - :\ Ci-gl'Z/’

This is because conclusions based on evidence can’t enhance what one

actually experiences. This is similar to the fact that one who consumes
adelicacy will not enhance his experience by rationally substantiating
that a mixture of the ingredients therein—each with its distinct flavor
and texture—will produce that taste. Once he has tasted and enjoyed it,

{nd further proof is necessary. As we have explained, when we achieve

“emunah through mesorah it is as if we ourselves witnessed Sinai. It is
thus an awareness achieved through experience, and there is no greater
certainty than that”

272 NOVOMINSK ON CHUMASH

he pasuk seems to be self-contradictory. At first Moshe Rab-
_beinu tells the people not to be afraid, and then he says that
Hashem wants them to fear Him. The answer is that Bnei
Yisrael feared that they would die and they begged Moshe to speak
to them instead: But Moshe told them that they should not fear
dying; they would hear Hashem'’s words and would survive. But
he reason for the awe-inspiring phenomena was that they should

i

fear Hashem.

This pasuk teaches us a very important lesson, which is seen in
the words of the Rishonim and Chazal, as we will explain.

Some Rishonim say there is a mitzvah to remember Maamad

Har Sinai, based on the pasuk (Devarim 4:9), 0270 Nt N2¥Yn 19
7932 239) Y2y ORYTIN N PPY N W, lest you forget the things

that your eyes saw ... and make them known to your children and,

«children'’s children.

The Ramban (ibid.) writes that this remembering includes not
only the Aseres HaDibros, but the whole backdrop and experience
of Mattan Torah: the thunder and lightning, seeing Hashem’s glory

to us. The point of this mitzvah, says the Ramban, is written in the

( Torah as well (ibid. v. 10): >nN NMNDY WIHD N, so that they shall
learn to fear Me — to instill yiras Shamayim in our souls.

The Torah is explaining in our pasuk why Hashem chose to make

Mattan Torah such an awesome and frightening event. He did so to

S on this world with our own eyes, and hearing His voice speaking}

teach us yiras Hashem. Yiras Shamayim includes in it yiras cheit _

7{—(fear of sinning) as well, which is why the pasuk concludes with

the words aonn *mY1Y, so that you shall not sin. When we teach our
8 children about Maamad Har Sinai, we must do it in a way that they
. will feel the fear that all of Bnei Yisrael felt at that revelation.
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frightening sounds and sights. The point of all this was so that we
should have yiras Shamayim. Hashem could have instead sent

down a malach to every single Yid to give him a kiss on his forehead
#and then hand him the Torah. Hashem can do anything! But He
chose to do it in a different way, with awe. The Yidden accepted the
Torah “yiras Shamayim’dig!” (while experiencing fear of Heaven).
Torah and yiras Shamayim are inseparable. The Gemara (Shab-
bos 31a) famously quotes a pasuk (Yeshayahu 33:6), npon mil
FIYIN NN N ANT NYTY MDD T oD PRY, The faith of your times
will be the strength of your salvation, wisdom and_knowledge;
fear of Hashem — that is man s treasure [house], and explains that
each word refers to a different Seder in Mishinah. Emunas refers to
Zeraim, Itecha refers to Moed, etc. What is not as famous is what
the Gemara expounds on the last words of the pasuk, 20 N IRV

1yin. After listing the various Sedarim and different parts of Torah ")

;that one might learn, the Navi tells us what matters most — yiras

| &

stored. /

Someone lacking yirah is missing a place to store all the Torah
that he learns!

\; Shlomo HaMelech says regarding the Torah (Mishlei31:30): WV

S9TMN N7 N NN NYN 1D D37 0D, Grace is false and beauty vain,
a woman who fears Hashem, she shall be praised. The Gemara
(Sanhedrin 20a) says that the'second part of the pasuk refers
to the period of R’ Yehudah bar lla’i, when Tnx m903 Y911n NYY,
six people covered themselves with one tallis and learned Torak.
The “six” alludes to the Shishah Sidrei Mishnah mentioned in the
pasuk of ny nyny MY; the entire Torah, represented by these six,
was covered with “one garment,” a coat of yiras Shamayim, which
protected it and kept it pure.

Yiras Hashem is not just another middah tovah. It is one of the
fundamentals_of Torah, and therefore the Torah was given to us
with yirah. Yiras Hashem does not mean that one should walk _
around with a sour face, though the yetzer hara tries to get us o~

{ think it does. True yiras Shamayim engenders simchah. It makes |

/|
Hashem. Yiras Shamayim is the 13X, the place where the Torah is 3

/' Us realize that Hashem is everywhere and He is observing us. It 1\
makes us feel small, but not down. It elevates us to Hashem and /‘

" brings us closer to Him.

W ««§The Importance of Yiras Shamayim
\ﬁ% While Learning Torah

On another occasion in yeshivah the Rebbe said:

When we read the parashah of Kabbalas HaTorah we feel the
yiras Shamayim that Hashem caused Bnei Yisrael to have at that
foundational event. Why was it so important? It is not just a feeling
that we get when learning the parashah. Chazal teach (Berachos
22a) that a baal ker? is not permitted to learn Torah because he is
in a state that contradicts the necessary yirah for Torah.

~J The Bach (Orach Chaim, siman 47) and the Maharal both elabo-
Jate on the importance of knowing Who the Nosein HaTorah is while
learning Torah. The Gemara says that the galus came because Klal

Yisrael did not say Birchos HaTorah before learning. How can that
be a reason for destruction and exile?

The explanation that they give is that not saying the berachoson
the Torah is a symptom of their learning Torah without the proper

mindset. The ultimate goal of learning Torah is that it should bring ?

us closer to Hashem. They were learning Torah, but they had for-
gotten Who had given it to them.

And though it’s true that while learning Torah one should be
primarily occupied with understanding the sugya he is learning, he
should not forget the purpose of his limud haTorah: to connect him

* to the Nosein HaTorah. The Tosafos, the Rashba, R’ Akiva Eiger's
kushya should be at the front of his mind, but in the back of his
mind should be the desire to come close to Hashem.

~J Separating between the Torah and the Nosein HaTorah is a rea-

N

son for Churban and galus. And learning Torah when one is not in,
a frame of mind to feel the yirah and the attitude of connecting to

e

Hashem is not permitted, as the Gemara tells us in Berachos.
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pr([)p]erly whatVIEYX%R. If a person were to live his life WYY 1TAw nImYwY 2P DR 1PN
RA 4 WOl N bioguaphy te likel Lo YD QUMW Rw AOT WX
ok shgzcli gOSEF HURWITZ: “The Torah and a person’s “wYnn) 7YY 9PN T TORY WD ,N1273AN
e o Sk e one and the same. When a person studies Torah A9 DRIV WIRD AN DRY (-3 R
- accgrdi 18 r:lea}x:t to .be _studled, all of his deeds and actions will ININAY 8BR R ATINDY Y AN0)
tioaenl n‘i _1;’; € prlrgmples? and values of the Torah. His actual PIRTIW YW 1R R 0n AT
) phy will be outlined in the Torah. When a person lives NTIAY UIIYa P71 0°2210 8T DM
according to the Torah, he himself is a livi . i e
G i hs averd s liel self is a living Torah. He applies Y MIDTYRA NIDTRD TNAR K WK 1
traits in line with ryh ay living, and he develops his personality qwx b9 M o AYDhY Ynw o
“ificnt for a pertsoen ffqulrtergents of the Torah. It is not WY HMm TIRAw D31 [IYR Iww
0 s i ; ~
udy Torah just for intellectual TPRT IR QIR AMPRA T 73

;tlmulatlon. thp a person reaches the proper level, there will
€ no contra.dlctlon between the way he lives his life and the
elevated requirements of the Torah.”
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strong internalized feeling of. the Almighty’s presence, should Py K5 RT XY N3 D I
he still use such terms as “Baruch Hashem™ i D IWYR
RABBI ELIYAHU DESSLER: “One way to gain an inner Y
awareness of the Creator is to train yourself to act ‘as if” you o U
- were on this level. Even though you are starting off with just ? WNAY own Drxw owwwan 5_:&3\
external behavior, this will eventually have a positive influence X D°BAN oM L, A0 A
on your inner feelings. Whenever you have a chance, use such/ MTwn Tom Yo 21> oenn Ty
termsas“BaruchHashem”(“ThankG—d.”),“ImyirtzahHashem”(“lf T T . ‘)’Em =
G-d wills it.”), “Blezras Hashem” (“With the help of the o027 A1 YR chan mx uv"mu
Almighty.”) and similar expressions. Part of this program should 10D BW @nn) MRI BTV ,0RvN 90 n
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prayer is inherently a manifestation of awareness of the Creator, by, et A -I D RY a1
expressing words of belief will strengthen your inner nmw,nv-;:x T A3 A 1eTn
relationship with the Almighty. : = h:vli wo @O orx
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17. nanis nidy 113ysY — IN ORDER TO EXALT YOU. This means  nbiv3 byng b1b — to promote you )
throughout the world, ninxz oy o3y Ny — so that your reputation will go out among the

nations, ‘amby n%a) 171393 XY — in that He in His glory revealed Himself to you.*
Onip) — 70 EXALT. This word is 7571 73y 1% — an expr of elevation and great

( 91 AN WY w31 (o ,5 nsw) IRWAN SnbaY BoND by anRw 7N
9133 ,571 1101 WY RITW NINR WD 17217 DYIR WY 01 1M 103
1101 593 1% 0TIy TR 12,7y BpYRA X3, TNV Dank Nos? Yorw
S PNIEN 1MWNR BON1DIY BPPYRI 781 73T K> Wi (1703 X1 *NyT 9
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'E}}Eoughout Parashas Yisro, Rashi explains that the pﬁrpose of
( Mattan Torah was to elevate Bnei Yisrael. After Mattan Torah }

7 Mégh-e told Bnei Yisrael, “Do not fear, because Hashem has come
i Eé elevate you.” Rashi explains that when all the nations will hear

\héwgﬂ'ashem revealed Himself to Bnei Yisrael, Bnei Yisrael will
gz'alr_l prominence and be elevated in the eyes of the nations.

~ This level of distinction was not limited to Klal Yisrael as a whole.
f\lj:/ach individual was elevated to a level of prominence. Hashem
told Moshe to warn Bnei Yisrael to remain in their place's‘.'v during
Mattan Torah, so that they should not draw too close to Hasjmm,
thereby causing many to die. Rashi explains that if even one person

~ loses his life, in Hashem's eves it is considered as if many people

The importance of the individual has been greatly downgraded in

ur day and age. In contrast, the Torah focuses on the individual,

and was given with the specific intent of transforming every person
into nobility. With this in mind, there is absolutely no reason for
Qne to compare himself to his friends, colleagues, neighbors, or
‘Pclassmates. The focus must remain on one’s own strengths and
middos. Rabbi Aharon of Karlin would say, “What should I ask
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Hashem for: that I should be Avraham Avinu? There already was an
Avraham Avinu who accomplished whatever Avraham Avinu had
to accomplish, I simply want to be Aharon Karliner and accomplish
what Aharon Karliner is meant to accomplish!” '
° ﬁ person’s greatness is not determined by how he matches up to
those around him, but by how Hashem views him. How has he used
his personal mix of qualities in his avodas Hashem? Our avodah
is to become aware of our own distinction and not become bogged
down by comparing ourselves to others.

3BbThe Alter of Kelm would say that one doesn't have to warn a

king not to speak lashon hara. Even without a warning a king
is careful not to speak derogatorily
about anyone, since he is cognizant
of his awesome stature and realizes = become aware of our
that with a mere slip of his tongue a
person could lose his life. In a similar
vein, if we were aware of our intrin- not become b ogged
sic greatness, many of our problems? down by comparing
would fade away, for we would realize ) olitselves to othe rs.”
how_petty they are and understand
that such squabbles are not appropriate for our lofty spiritual level.
(Shiurei Chumash, Parashas Yisro 19:22, 20:17)
g
[nanxn s wem] 12 npath oasba nexn npaps vapn bw DI NN SNIWY Wwww vy
IMN AR AN n naem

22paY X5 12990 DW AN MAT 0K 19N ARG SW 19772 825 AN

DPIPNA N3 1NmN2 D370 Mapab 9 TNw 19 154N 7DonN mos

D321 DWDI 7951 XYY 12 NRaT2 02252 MNNBK 70193 NP 193 DRY INTAY 0,

YINM DMWI DRIPRN 1725 KD D DOMXI2 0335 YY NN nn e ooy

X1 DP15RN N2 0ONKR 1103 9T KNT 1977 *05 IR A9 AR W IRTM
QIR DR W 1750 K30 e 13 ApaTh Daaba nimaNn paph e

“Our avodah is to

own distinction and

TION PWIWY (qom nnon Wity MRMIR aND MIRT DIATH oA pomnb AN
RANKI AR 9K ‘21 TIP 3091 AN NIANM NIMKD DAY 92 XN Amapn (R

TR 9739 PRIV L1PRIMD L1 NN DIRN VYT RN

(ﬁ'mn 7Y .0TH PV MY 1Y (41 moan) PIOSN IR T 9PV .mm:g

,725%3 1% P TN YR 1ha PYY 1Y RPY TARY TR 93D NN
R5 PINR BN ANY TYY MR D1 INND DY 1N RV TR PY
‘ Jn

RIN NRIN NIYIVA NTNA IRV MINTNY DIR WYV *PRN TIT
RIN 127P32 TUR TRANWY DIPN RI 19203W WY Y P .

7N TN RINY DMHWAY MDY MY %12 1717 RN pIv MYTN
Sap YIINY IR ITINY 12, YA PIT 902 M 15N 191 DY YOV ,
;nm RN P PV DA YIT Y2 1YY TRAN NTIAYI Non DAY~
J(r 1 ayen) JPOPY NNTR NWOND RINY BTN nYyn »Pwav Yo% 127pa

0I81Y NN 1NIT NIRN DIPN AT

179 139 199010 TARY TR 52 ThMNMA 1100 3(0

1A YR 1ANNAYN DIRD NR NYHIND N20AY RN PIPN 1200 pHYY
IRT ARINY NPT PY RON 200 XN 1Y NTNVRN M I

IR NINON DT ,PADI AIPY YV AN M2 KV AN APP-ANT

2¥NnY MPAT ANHNY YV 280N NYAVARY,TNY NVIN RNV NP nanab

199NN NINAY IaNNN TN 95 TURD HAR .0M2 MTON 2P I PAY)

DIND HER NP0 DYY RUNN DTIP 1TV 129 19N YN 29N N 1IN 1aY

103 DN D3 NIV 1Y 1Y DR ATNY RYOND YR M2 DV aen

119 139 D129 NHARA 197 TR YV (x*on nwxna) AR NAVN ans 1w

JWAR PITPY YRVA 130 1N HY BIMY TPIN IV ATHY .27 NRT DR
2"y 0129

)

!

(> 43 2 = A e MY NPY 3 m

OTX 27 375NN AW ..INNIWN2 R1YRA NHWH ANBRD RIM ANK 1PNa0 DR

292 NNHRN PAPIW YT 10T 2T TIO AT AN MR ARTDY N NanN

IR NIRTH N123 OR ,075) 27D121 IS NINNA XN MPATIV M3 1paTS N
RPN 0N N20RD D) DRI DIARD WNWHW 110 4

12 RN KXW Nwin W MW 7RG YW 19772 oposn axaY ok 1e5

2awa 0173 MIMND N1APY PR 1FapN DY JATW DA PYONn PP~

RIW NN PR W) MNWRIN MNATN ‘33 BRI 135 AN MR RTY 13 apaTy
JNINND AT oy AT

I}

" AWy 9251 A3 MY U5 TV DOnY TATW WITH - RPN HXY INOw nrmRa 10

DA NPED 9 ,nah DHTIM DAW DI DONR QWY Aaton wnawnn h Sk

NTPPA D WITH - D230 Yy XY 1hn Mapa ‘2 DYv on PR 937 MpsnRa
&

spb) ,7miID SY NPTHNA nrnb DIPD TN INPOW XNW RN R anai®

9275 WY IRT XKW ONY DWW ) NRKD MW ,30°0 DPI0DN 0MININ 1377

MPYY HAwa PR DBy T M YOW 0nny Ty 1377 TI8 PRW 11D Onny
TIY DABY 1277 TWNnY P8 PRI N hsn W 9351 Dnw A




ﬁl\ig “\3 T‘-& ﬁh'xw

""}9\ Chapter Fourteen: RABBI YOSEF YOZEL HURWITZ 319
they are ill. This seems to imply that they have fear of Heaven,
but, unfortunately, it cannot be considered true fear. At the very
moment they mention the Creator, they still violate the Torah’s
commandments. This shows that even when they mention G-d’s

name, they do not experience the reality of His presence and dc

not think about what He wants from them. Such a person lives in
.a dream world, and does not focus on the crucial question of
what his purpose in this world really is.

~=‘There is a second type of fear of G-d when a person sincerely
cares about what the Almighty asks from him. He is intellectually
aware of the Day of Judgment when he will be taken to account
for all that he has done during his lifetime. This level of
awareness is rational and intellectual. A person on this level has a
strong belief in reward and punishment and knows that he must

repent for any wrongs that he has done. But even though he has a -

certain level of belief, he is still missing an emotional experience
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of fear. Because of this deficiency, it is possible for his behavior

to contradict his awareness. He might know all of his obligations,
but he can nevertheless act as if he did not. Because a person on
this second level is lacking the emotional experience of fear, he
may still violate many aspects of Torah.

o) “What is true fear of the Almighty? This is when one
experiences emotionally such a strong fear of G-d that nothing
else exists for him but this. A person on this level will have a
strong love for the Almighty. He experiences so much joy in this

observing the Almighty’s Torah. His mind is focused solely on his
connection with the Creator and he has no fear for anything else
in the entire world. This emotional experience is so powerful that

the person will not do anything to contradict this awareness.”
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